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12: “UNDER WASATCH SKIES” 


With the advent of the railroad the Charleston Co- 
op weighed and shipped sugar beets to the Lehi sugar 
factory and hay to the Utah market. The store itself 
was always a ready market for the farmer’s other pro- 
duce such as grain, butter, and eggs. 

A good deal of personal history connected with the 
store could even be found on the back of the sliding door 
of one of the large showcases. Here were carved the 
names dates, and romances of the clerks. 

The Co-op was later sold to George W. Daybell and 
Sons and eventually to William H. North of Charleston. 
When the Deer Creek Reservoir was built many of the 
Charleston families had to give up their lands and homes. 
The railroad and highway were moved from the town 
and the Charleston Co-op became only a memory. 

The 1870’s saw the successful development of both 
cooperative and individual merchandising businesses. In 
addition to those already described many others later 
opened stores. These included the Lindsay Brothers, 
William McMillin and Henry Alexander, the Rasband 
Brothers, Duncan’s Variety Store, Е. О. Buell, Turner 
and Sons, Roger’s Notions and Varieties, and Clegg and 


бол. In_1889 the first drug store opened in Heber 
under the management of a Мг, Bridge." 
Advertisements in the Wasatch Wave іп 1889 offer 
a rather nostalgic picture of business at the close of the 
period covered by this history. A visitor to the county, 
possibly a salesman (then called a drummer), could come 
in on the Heber and Park City Stage Line. The stage 
carried both freight and passengers and left Heber daily 
at 8:00 a.m. and Park City at 3:00 p.m.. Good accommo- 
dations could be had at either the Dunean House or the 
Heber House, run ру Mrs. Henry McMullin. Lunch at 
William Hannah’s Heber City Bakery would be a stagger- 
ing five te ten cents. А cloth salesman might сай on 


“Wasateh Wave, December 14, 1889. 
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Sadie Zitting, a professional dressmaker, or V. В. Berglin, 
the tailor who was offering suits made to order о 
eight dollars ир. А little liquid refreshment could be hac 

at either the Heber or Wasatch Saloons, which also Brae 
pure alcohol for medicinal purposes. Traveling around 
the towns of the county one could find one or more general 
stores, blacksmith shops, or meat markets that by now 


‘had become permanently established. 


Pioneer trades shared importance with merchantis- 
ing in the suceessful establishment of the Wasatch Com- 
munities. Among the settlers were many skilled artisans 
who проп arrival in Utah were delegated by the Church 
to duties in the new towns and cities in much the same 
manner as were church officials. 

Blacksmithing was a trade of importance and long 
duration. Blacksmiths shoed the horses and oxen, made 
yokes for the teams, and repaired wagons and farm imple- 
ments. In Wasatch John Davison was the first black- 
smith. His shop in the Fort in Heber was equipped with 
tools which he himself had made from scrap iron.” 

Other trades familiar to the pioneer scene were 
harness makers, tanners, weavers, dressmakers, cob- 
blers, and fur tra юр Many women engaged in busi- 
ness also, often making and selling hats woven trom the 
ШЫП straw or baking: or cooking. 


Ethyl Johnson, “Blacksmithing іп Wasatch County,” MSS, 
My ates of Utah Pioneers Historical Collection, Heber City, 
1952 ), р. 1. 


